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Mastering ”Fill in the Blanks” Questions

An FElite Professor’s Guide to Strategies, Context Clues, and Linguistic Precision

1. Introduction e Explanation Clues: Punctuation (colons, 2. Predict: Try to fill the blank with your own
dashes, parentheses) or phrases (that is, word before checking choices.
Fill-in-the-blank questions (Cloze tests or sentence namely) clarify the blank.

3. Eliminate: Cross out grammatically incor-

completions) test vocabulary, grammar, context, ‘
rect or contextually absurd options.

and logical deduction. Success requires looking be- . .
yond the immediate missing word to analyze the 3. Grammatical Constraints 4

. Verify: Insert your final choice to ensure
macro-structure of the sentence.

Always verify the part of speech required for the smooth flow and logical coherence.
blank:

2. Types of Context Clues 5. Pro-Tips for Exams

Noun = Preceded by articles/adjectives

e Synonym Clues: The sentence provides a Verb = Check tense, subject-verb agr. e Watch for Negatives: Words like hardly,
word with a similar meaning nearby. Adjective = Modifies a nearby noun scarcely, rarely, not invert standard positive
Adverb = Modifies verbs, adj., or clauses assumptions.

e Antonym Clues: Contrast words (however, ¢ Idiomatic Pairs: Memorize common collo-

.unlike, conversely) signal an opposite mean- 4 Step_by_Step Strategy cations (e.g., dependent on, capable of).
ing.
1. Read First: Read the full sentence/passage e Tone Check: Ensure the chosen word
e Cause and Effect: Words like consequently, without looking at the options to form an ini- matches the emotional or formal tone of the
because, therefore link actions to results. tial mental model. text (positive vs. pejorative).
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