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Mastering Cloze Tests: Ultimate Cheat Sheet
Strategies, Shortcuts, and Grammatical Frameworks for Competitive Exams

1. What is a Cloze Test?

A Cloze Test is a reading comprehension exercise
where words are removed from a passage and the
candidate must replace them. It tests vocabulary,
contextual understanding, grammar, and collocation
awareness.

2. Core Strategies

� First Reading (Skimming): Read the en-
tire passage quickly before looking at options
to grasp the overall tone, tense, and theme.

� Context Clues: Look before and after
the blank (sentence-level and paragraph-level
clues).

� Elimination Method: Discard grammati-
cally incorrect or illogical options immediately.

3. Key Grammatical Patterns

� Prepositions: Dependent prepositions (e.g.,
abide by, accustomed to).

� Conjunctions: Logical connectors (e.g., how-
ever, therefore, moreover, although).

� Tense Consistency: Ensure verbs match the
narrative timeline of the surrounding sentences.

� Articles: Definite (the) vs. Indefinite (a/an)
based on specificity.

4. Vocabulary Collocations

� Fixed Phrases: Words that naturally go to-
gether (e.g., heavy rain not strong rain).

� Tone Match: Choose positive words for posi-
tive contexts and vice versa.

� Phrasal Verbs: Pay close attention to verb-
particle combinations.

5. Example Breakdown

Passage: Pollution has (1) severe effects on health. Gov-
ernments must (2) strict laws.
Blank 1 Options: (a) caused (b) led (c) produced (d)
brought
Answer: (a) Caused severe effects is a standard colloca-
tion.
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